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Nqtionol Boord Certificqtion-A Growing Educotion Reform Movemenf

The Notionol Boord for Professionol Teoching Stondords {NBPTS} is port of o growing reform movement reshoping
Americon educotion. NBPTS is committed to providing school districts with high-quolity teochers who hove o deep
knowledge of content ond teoching proctices to support diverse leorners.

Notiontll Boqrd Certification lmproves Student Leorning ond Teoching

r Nolionol Boord Certified Teochers {NBCTsl improve student ochievement. NBPTS hos o positive impoct on
student ochievement, occording io o Congressionolly mondoted report by the Notionol Reseorch Council (NRC)

releosed in June 2008. The NRC report slotes: "Ihe evrdence ts cleor that National Bonrd Certification
dls/lnguishes nare effecilve teachers. . . with respecl to student achievement."

r Notionol Boord Cerlificotion is o widely occepfed form of performonce-bosed poy. Notionol Boord Certificotion
is o model of poyJor-performonce thoi is supported by teochers ond odministrotors notionwide. More fhon two-
thirds of the stotes provide solory incentives ond cover the costs for leochers who pursue ond/or ochieve this
odvonced credentiol.

Nofionol Boord Certificotion Helps to Retoin High-Quolity Teochers

' Notionol Boord Certificolion retoins teochers. Notionol Boord Certificqtion is o proven woy of ensuring thot the
mosi highly occomplished teochers remoin in the clossroom. In Florido, for exomple, neorly 90 percent of
NBCTs remoin in teoching-which for exceeds the overoge 60 percent retention rote for oll teochers stotewide.
In Ohio, 52 percent of NBCTs surveyed soid they plon to sioy in ieoching os long os they con, os compored lo
3B percent of non-boqrdcertified teochers in the slote. South Coroliao hod similor results. Mony NBCTs mentor
new ond skuggling teochers-those mosi likely to leove within the firsi five yeors of teoching.

r NBCTs ore proven teocher leoders. Reseorch shows thot NBCTs serve in significont school-bosed leodership
roles. For exomple, reseorcher Gory Sykes t2006) found thot NBCTs give input on curriculqr decisions, choir
deportmenis, ond orgonize professionol development initiotives. A recenl survey of NBCTs found thot 83
percent mentor new or struggling ieochers, ond B0 perceni soy thot teochers ond educotors look to ihem
for leodership. Hisponic, Africon Americon, ond Notive Americon NBCTs repori the greotesi increose in
leodership opporiunities irom Notionol Boord Ceriificotion.

I The NBPTS Advonced Principol Certificqtion will empower principols ond teochers. Principols ore lorgely
responsible for improving school, teocher, ond student performonce. They hove significont responsibilities for
recruiting, supporting, ond retoining occomplished teochers ond creoting o culture of leorning. NBPTS, in
colloborotion with other nqtionol orgonizotions, is developing ond lounching Advonced Ceriificotion for
Principols. NBPTS plons to lounch the certificotion progrom in 20.| i. The plon is port of the Advonced
Certificotion for Educqtion Leoders, on exponded umbrello effod ihot olso will creole q new educotor
leodership endorsement for teochers ond other school-bosed educotor leoders.
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' NBPTS supports effective teochers in oll phoses of their professionol growth. As ocknowledged by the Nolionol
Reseorch Council report, NBPTS is growing in notionol recognition for its role in providing teochers high-quolity
professionol development throughout the enlire continuum of professionol growth-including pre-service,
induction, ongoing professionol developmeni, odvonced certificotion, ond leodership. Mony institutes of higher
educotion, os well os school districts, olign iheir professionol development progroms with the NBPTS Siondords.

Notionsl Boord Certified Teochers Support Access ond Equity

r Nolionol Boord Certified Teochers work in high-need schools. Currently, 42 percent of NBCTs ore leoching in
schools eligible for Title I funding. In oddition, neorly 46 percent of NBCTs teoch in schools where more fhon
40 percent of siudents receive free ond reduced lunch. In recentyeors, holf o{ new NBCTs teoch in
these schools.

r The Notionol Boord's progrqms tor high-need schools ore moking o positive difference. The Notionol Boord's
Torgeted High Need Initiotive (THNI) ond Take One!progroms ore increosing NBCT diversity ond impoct in
high-need schools. THNI focuses on recruitmentond supportof teochers in high-need schools; ond loke Onei
con be used os stond-olone professionol development for ony educotor ond by licensed teochers os on initiol
step in becoming condidotes for Notionol Boord Certificofion. Both ore offered seporotely by NBPTS or in
combinotion wiih o speciol focus on high-need schools. A new study by Leorning Point found thol o lorge
moiority of teochers in high-need schools report thot Take One! improved the quolity of their instructionol
plonning ond implementotion.

Nqtionsl Boord Cerlified Teochers Help Connect Schools ond Porents

r NBCTs demonsirqle incressed porent colloborotion. NBCTs initiote positive, inleroctive relotionships with
fomilies in their children's educoiion. They hove demonstroted increosed knowledge of students through feocher-
porent interoction thotcontributes io improved clossroom outcomes-e.g., home ond clossroom visils, meetings,
os well os phone ond e-moil exchonges.

r The certificotion process ifself promotes relotionship-building with porents. The Notionol Boord Certificotion
process documents prooctive, results-driven reloiionship-building with porents. NBCT condidotes must

demonstrote how they engoge porents in their children's educotion ond successfully work wiih porents to
promote their children's leorning qt home ond in school.
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